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It is said of her that she once landed in a steep-sided
wadi whose edges were only one foot beyond .each wing-tip,
and took off again with a full load.

An Airspeed ambulance in that theatre is flown by a
man who used to do stunt flying for M.G.M. Films before
the war. Then, it was his job to crash aircraft in mid-air,
to nose-dive into the ground, to fly over speeding cars
while passengers transferred from them into his plane.

He has suffered seventeen broken bones, and has twice
very nearly been burned to death.

Now he seems to bear a charmed life. In ambulance
flights he has performed some of the riskiest bits of flying,
in dangerous emergencies, that have ever been lived
through. His greatest joke is that, in it all, he has not
had a single bruise or put his aircraft out of commission
for a single day.

One of the greatest eye specialists in the world is a
doctor aboard an ambulance aircraft in another theatre
of war.

He has carried out almost incredibly difficult operations,
on men whose eyes have been damaged in battle. There
must be,, at a minimum, twenty or thirty men walking
about with partial or full sight to-day who, but for his
skill brought to them in the* very smoke of the battlefield,
would be in unrelieved darkness for the rest of their lives.

This man has operated actually under fire, in areas
where confused tank battles have swirled and circled.

Against this background of , unquestioning and
unhesitating service, the story I want to tell unfolds itself.
And it is the story of a failure.,

An Airspeed ambulance in Northern Australia received
a sudden and very urgent call. Men needed medical
help who would surely die if it were delayed.